


BLACK HOMOZYGOUS POLLED PUREBRED SALERS
ANDERS is one of the easiest calving proven herdsires of the current 
generation.  Plus his calves are ultra-gentle, his daughters are productive 
females with sound udders and his sons have extra scrotal size.
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RED HOMOZYGOUS POLLED PUREBRED SALERS
TORRINGTON is making his mark as one of the all-time best balanced herd 
sires of the Salers breed.  His progeny combine moderate birth weight with out-
standing performance and superb structure.  His daughters are herdbuilders.

HOMOZYGOUS BLACK HOMOZYGOUS POLLED OPTIMIZER
BLACKBEARD is the calving ease king of the Optimizers.  This 50% Salers - 
50% Angus combines calving ease with attractive phenotypes.

HOMOZYGOUS BLACK HOMOZYGOUS POLLED OPTIMIZER
QUARTERBACK is the 50% Salers - 50% Optimizer sire who excels in calving 
ease and marbling with gentle dispositions.  His calves are attractively 
designed with extra muscle shape down their top and through their quarter.

Thanks for taking the time to take a look at our breeding program.  
Our family has been in the seedstock business since 1939 when 
Jim MacDonald purchased his first registered Polled Hereford 
females.  We have been breeding Salers since 1983 and have 
had an annual production sale every year since 1972.

We breed around 700 females that serve as the foundation of 
our Salers and Optimizer composite breeding program.  We do 
over 500 AI services each year in our effort to introduce the best 
possible genetics into our seedstock offering and also have an ag-
gressive embryo transplant program.  We have collected carcass 
data on all of our cull steers and heifers since 1995 and 2018 will 
mark the 19th year that we have ultrasounded all of our bulls and 
replacement heifers for carcass traits.  

The ranch is located 10 miles southeast of Bismarck, North Da-
kota on the bluffs overlooking the Missouri River valley on scenic 
State Hwy 1804 where Bill’s grandfather homesteaded in the 
1880’s.  Even though Bill MacDonald, the patriarch of MacDonald 
Ranch Salers, was called home to meet his Lord and Savior in 
late 2013, MacDonald Ranches will continue to strive to produce 
seedstock genetics that meet and exceed the high standards he 
established.

   

Have more live calves than ever before.
Lighter birth weight and slender conformation of the Salers calf means more 
live calves with fewer assisted births.  Newborn Salers calves get up and start 
suckling fast, even in tough weather conditions.  Meat Animal Research 
Center (MARC) across-breed EPD adjustment factors show Salers to be the 
lightest birth weight of the Continental breeds.

Add thickness, length, muscle and gainability to 
your calf crop.
Our Salers and Optimizer Composites will put better butts, wider tops and 
more stretch in your calves.  Take advantage of the benefits of heterosis.

Maintain carcass quality.
Over 20 years of collected carcass data and 19 years of complete ultrasound 
data enable us to offer superior carcass-trait genetics.  Meat Animal Research 
Center (MARC) across-breed EPD adjustment factors show Salers to be the 
highest marbling of the Continental breeds. 

Increase maternal efficiency.
Great milking and long-lived Salers and Salers-cross females are well known 
for their ability to raise a big calf and come back in bred year after year.  
They’ll give you more pounds of calf weaned per cow exposed than any other 
crossbreeding option.
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Optimize the Maternal
Part of the success of our Optimizer Composites is that they are 
all composed of complementary maternal breeds.  This creates 
a composite that not only takes advantage of heterosis, but also 
produces a predictably efficient and productive crossbred re-
placement female.  We think the Salers X Angus (or Red Angus) 
female is the most efficient and productive commercial cow in 
the industry.

Balance the Carcass
The complementarity of Salers and Angus is just as impressive 
when applied to carcass traits.  Angus have set the industry stan-
dard for excellence in marbling.  Salers excel in producing lean 
carcasses without excess external fat.  Their well-muscled car-
casses have big ribeyes and a high percentage fall into the Yield 
Grade 1 or Yield Grade 2 category.  They also have outstanding 
feed conversion and gainability in the feedlot.  Salers also tend 
to have higher marbling scores than other Continental breeds, 
though not as high as Angus.

Manage Heterosis
Optimizer composites easily fit into many crossbreeding situ-
ations and can make it easier for you to manage heterosis and 
breed complementarity in your cowherd.  To see how our Salers 
and Optimizers can help you advance your crossbreeding pro-
gram, give us a call or visit www.macdonaldranches.com 

You’ll first notice the value of Salers-cross cows at calving where 
they are uniquely designed to lessen the workload.  The slender 
shape of the Salers calf combined with the large pelvic area of 
the Salers female combine to create an easy-calving experience.  
Salers calves are very lively at birth and get up and suckling fast.  
These traits together are what we call calf survivability and noth-
ing will beat a Salers-cross cowherd at this game.

Fertility is another profit-driving trait that Salers cows are blessed 
with.  Ask anyone who has preg checked a lot of cows.  Salers 
cows come in bred at a higher rate than many other breed cross-
es.  Combine it with the extra longevity of the Salers female and 
the bottomline is that they bring in more calves in a lifetime.

When you add up the traits of calf survivability, fertility and 
longevity, you get a cow that weans more pounds of live calf in 
a lifetime with less work and puts more dollars in the bank than 
any other genetic component you can add to your cowherd.

 Lot # Name Reg # % Salers Sire Sire of D BW Adj 205 BW WW YW Milk Marb REA CED
 11 MAC Evan 4E 720893 87.5% A Force Torrington 74 709 +0.6 +42 +78 +28 -0.4 +0.06 +1.3
 36 MAC Excalibur 160E 720945 PB Strikezone Outback 81 731 +1.5 +44 +81 +30 -0.3 +0.06 +1.0
 50 MAC Equator 273E 720983 87.5% Connor Nebraska 81 734 +1.5 +50 +91 +26 +0.8 +0.16 +0.4
 56 MAC Earthquake 158E 720946 PB Centennial Wyo Dia 84 751 +2.4 +51 +96 +26 -0.6 +0.10 -0.1
 77 MAC Emporer 114E 720927 87.5% Evidence Navigator 81 686 +2.0 +41 +86 +25 +1.4 -0.15 +0.9
 85 MAC Edmonton 165E 720840 50% Quarterback Impression 82 682 -0.9 +47 +96 +18 +1.2 -0.01 +1.1
 128 MAC Explorer 53E 720906 75% Anders Upbeat 78 745 -0.8 +55 +97 +28 +0.4 +0.13 +1.7
 133 MAC F1 Erasmus 115E 720929 50% Bankroll A Force 80 754 +1.4 +61 +110 +21 +0.8 +0.03 +0.4
 151 MAC F1 Estevan 36E 720895 50% Identified Navigator 76 736 +0.4 +51 +99 +21 +2.2 -0.14 +1.1
 161 MAC Era 352E 720861 50% Borderline Samurai 88 668 +0.8 +57 +115 +16 +1.1 -0.03 +1.2

The bulls above are just a sampling of 10 sire groups 
from Performance Power 2018.  Below is their data.



l	Calving ease and calf vigor means legendary calf sur-
vivability

l   Extra longevity and fertility of Salers females means 
more pounds of calf per cow in a lifetime

l    Salers are the highest marbling and lightest birth 
weight of the Continental breeds

l     35 years of breeding Salers and selecting for gentle 
dispositions

l    Reduce or eliminate brisket disease problems

l    All double-black bulls tested for homozygous black 
genotype

l    Bulls developed to stand up under tough breeding con-
ditions

l    Complete ultrasound and performance gain test data

l Delivery cost guaranteed not to exceed $400 anywhere 
in the continental U.S.  Free delivery on purchases of 5 
bulls or more.

l Customized Approach to Customer Service - we will 
gladly take the time to understand your needs and help 
you select the bulls that will best complement your cow-
herd.  For help with anything from crossbreeding plans 
to marketing options, we are just a phone call away.


